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Working Conditions for Children
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SOURCE C

Derby Mercury Report

12 October 1786

A man named George Hamilton, was convicted of cruelty to a child that
worked at a Cotton Mill near Bakewell. He was ordered to be imprisoned
for six months, and to pay a fine of Twenty Pounds. It appeared at the Trial,
that as a punishment he [George Hamilton] kicked and otherwise abused
the child in a very unmerciful manner; and afterwards drew it up by its neck.
The child appeared a shocking spectacle. It is hoped the exemplary
punishment of this man, will be a warning to all who abuse the trust placed
in them by their masters, in cruelly treating poor children that are placed
under their care. At the another court trial , Aaron Matley,

of Ashover, was found guilty of stealing a large quantity of wool and ordered
to be transported for the Term of b years.
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Working Conditions at Cromford Mills

Richard Arkwright (Junior) State of Childrefn Employed
in Manufactories Sir Robert Peel in the Chair, 7 June 1816

At what age do you admit children into your mills? - Not till they are ten years of age.

What are the hours of work per day in your mills? - Thirteen hours, including meal times

. ) ot
That is from six-seven? - From six to seven in the summer, and from seven to eigh

in the winter.

Were not children from seven or eight to fifteen years of age, principally employed in
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cotton-mills some time after the invention of Sir Richard Arkwright? - Yes.

Was not the usual time of working twelve hours a day, inclus%ve of breakfast and
afternoon’s refreshment? - Thirteen hours, inclusive of all their refreshments.

Did you ever observe that their intellects were impaired? - Certainly not.

Did you ever observe that their growth was stinted, or that they became deformed in
consequence of their employment? - I have known of their becoming deformed; but I do not
think that has been from the length of employment.

Or from the nature of it? - I have never known any that were employed in the day, who were
deformed.

You have mentioned, since the employment by night had been discontinued, you remarked
that nothing of that sort had occurred? - I think not. There are two boys at Cromford now
who are deformed, and I have enquired the cause of it from medical men; no satisfactory
account has been given. I cannot attribute it to arise from their employment. I think there
are many instances from working in the night.

But since night working has discontinued? - Since that has been discontinued I do not think
it has occurred.

Do you think that it arose from their employment in the night? - I think not - there were
once at Cromford 164 boys employed in the night, they were so employed for about twenty

two years; those boys got extravagant wages and were extremely dissipated, and many of
them had few hours sleep.

Then did that case arise more from the conduct of the boys during the day than from any
employment during the night? - I think it did; but the rooms were not so well ventilated as
they are now and they might receive some injury from that.
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Working and Living Conditions at Other Mills

What are the forms of cruelty that you spoke of just
now as being practised upon children in factories?

T have seen the time when a pound weight each, more or less, have been
screwed to my ears, at Lytton Mill in Derbyshire. Here are the scars behind
my ears. Then three or four of us have been hung at once on @ Cross beam
above the machinery, hanging by our hands, without shirts or stockings.

Mind, we were apprentices, without father or mother to take care of us;
T don’t say that they often do that now.

Do you know that such things are now done in Manchester?

No, not just the same things; but 1 think the children are still beaten
by overlookers; not so much, however, in Manchester, where justice
is always at hand, as in country places.
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