
Welcome to

On the edge of the Peak District lies Cromford Mills, one of the world’s

most important surviving textile heritage sites. Set within the Derwent

Valley Mills World Heritage Site, it was here that the factory system

developed, laying the foundations for profound changes in industry and

society.

Built in 1771 by Sir Richard Arkwright, Cromford Mills was the world’s

first successful water-powered cotton spinning mill. Here, ideas about

power, production and organisation came together in a pioneering

system that would transform industry and influence societies far beyond

the valley.

Today, Cromford Mills remains a living place, shaped by its past and

protected for the future. Open year round, Cromford Mills welcomes

around a quarter of a million visitors each year, as well as offering

experiences for group tour operators, schools and organised groups.

From in-depth exploration to quieter moments of discovery, there’s a

visit to suit every pace.

THE MILLS THAT CHANGED
THE WORLD

Welcome to Cromford Mills
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“I just wanted to share our appreciation to

yourselves for facilitating us. We had a great

time and the facilities you provided us with

were amazing!”

PEARTREE GROUP, NOVEMBER 2025

Two welcoming on-site cafés

offering hot drinks and meals.

2 ON-SITE CAFES

TYPICAL VISIT DURATION FOOD AND DRINK PACKAGES
Thoughtfully prepared, pre-

bookable food and drink options

are available for group visits.

Groups usually spend between

two and five hours here, including

time for lunch.

GUIDED TOURS
Tours to suit a range of interests and

time available. Welcoming groups of

12 to 50 visitors.

Step-free routes, accessible toilets,

seating areas, and staff support.

FULLY ACCESSIBLE ON-SITE COACH PARKING
On-site short stay coach parking

with convenient drop-off points.

INDEPENDENT SHOPPING BEAUTIFUL SCENARY
Browse our Mill Yard shops,

where you’ll find antiques, crafts,

gifts and local produce.

Enjoy the countryside surrounding

the mills, with gentle walks along

the river, canal and village.

Part the UNESCO Derwent Valley Mills World

Heritage Site

“The day was extremely well organised and

the guides were very knowledgeable as

well as engaging!”

WILLIAM LEVICK, OCTOBER 2025

Featured on BBC Antiques Roadshow

at a glance
Group visits:



Experienced flexible tour guides

Immersive Arkwright
Experience 3D video

Historic Cromford village

Historic machinery in our Museum. Pictured: Arkwright’s famous
Water Frame and the Spinning Jenny



THE MILLS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD

Step behind the scenes at Cromford Mills on a guided tour with exclusive access to

the First Mill, not open to general visitors. The tour includes the Arkwright

Experience 3D, where you’ll meet Sir Richard Arkwright through immersive

projection inside the original factory. Discover how these pioneering mills shaped

new ways of working and helped change the modern world.

THE MILLS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD 
+ CROMFORD VILLAGE TOUR

This extended tour includes the main Mill tour, followed by a guided walk through

historic Cromford village. As you explore the streets and buildings, you’ll uncover

stories of work, home and community that reveal how industry shaped everyday life

here.

THE ARKWRIGHT EXPERIENCE
An introduction to the site followed by the award-winning Arkwright Experience

3D, Meet Sir Richard Arkwright through immersive projection inside the First Mill,

the world’s first water-powered cotton spinning mill.

MEET THE WORKERS IMMERSIVE TOUR

Discover the social history of Cromford Mills on an immersive costumed tour, led by

a character from the site’s past. Along the way, stories of working life are brought to

life. Includes a demonstration of cotton spinning on a replica of Arkwright’s iconic

Water Frame.

Group Rates for Guided tours

1 hr 30 mins £13.00 pp

2 hr 15 mins

30 mins

1 hr 15 mins

£17.00 pp

£6.50 pp

£14.00 pp



Group dining
You can enhance your visit with a pre-bookable dining option at Cromford

Mills. Groups can enjoy buffet-style lunches served in private rooms,

available to reserve in advance. Alternatively, visitors are welcome to relax in

one of our on-site cafés, choosing from seasonal menus in historic

surroundings, with outdoor and indoor seating.

DERBYSHIRE CREAM TEA

Tea and coffee, served with a homemade Derbyshire scone, clotted cream

and fruit preserve.

SOUP AND HOMEMADE CHEESE SCONE

A choice of soups served with a homemade savoury scone, followed by a

selection of bite-sized cakes, with tea and coffee.

SANDWICHES AND HOMEMADE CAKES

A buffet selection of sandwiches, crisps and bite-sized homemade cakes,

served with tea and coffee.

£8.00 pp

£10.00 pp

£11.50 pp

HOT DRINKS AND BISCUITS

Tea, coffee, chilled water and a biscuit selection.

£5.00 pp



We offer flexible group packages that can be tailored to your visit.

To begin, please complete our online enquiry form with as much

detail as you have. This allows our team to check availability, confirm

dates, times and guides, and provide an outline quotation.

Once we’ve reviewed your enquiry, a member of our team will be in

touch to discuss your visit further, confirm arrangements and

provide a full quote. If you have any questions you can contact us

directly using the details below.

CALL US
01629 343 054

EMAIL
rphelps@arkwrightsociety.org.uk

ENQUIRE
Group enquiry form

How to make

your booking

www.cromfordmills.org.uk/visit/group-visits

https://www.cromfordmills.org.uk/visit/group-visits/
https://www.cromfordmills.org.uk/visit/group-visits/
mailto:rphelps@arkwrightsociety.org.uk
https://www.cromfordmills.org.uk/visit/group-visits/


This year marks several important milestones at Cromford:

250 years of the Second Mill, the building that transformed the cotton
industry and the world.

25 years of the UNESCO Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site:
recognising a landscape where industry, community and innovation
came together.

250 years of the pioneering housing on North Street, one of the
world’s first industrial villages.

Join us this year to celebrate the mills that changed the world and

discover our plans for the future.

2026: A Year of Celebration



More to Discover
Historic Cromford offers opportunities to enjoy the surrounding landscape

as well as its rich industrial history. Just beyond the mill yard, paths and quiet

streets lead to churches, cottages and waterways, with a network of short

walks and longer hiking trails.

ST MARYS CHURCH
Built by Sir Richard Arkwright for mill workers in 1792, St Mary’s Church is a

Grade I listed building with a stunning painted interior. Inside, see

Arkwright’s grave and 19th-century wall paintings. Special access to the

interior is available through guided tours, subject to availability.

NORTH STREET
Walk along North Street, the first planned industrial housing community.

Built 250 years ago for mill workers, these cottages reveal how family life

grew alongside the developing factory system.

CROMFORD VILLAGE SQUARE
Just five minutes’ walk from the mills, Cromford is a picturesque Georgian

village where early workers’ homes grew alongside the Mills. See the historic

Greyhound Inn, Arkwright’s former bank, the mill pond, Bear Pit, shops and

lanes.

CANAL AND RIVER WALKS
Follow gentle paths along the Cromford Canal and the River Derwent,

offering peaceful walks through this important Site of Special Scientific

Interest, rich in wildlife and quiet views.



5 hours

The Making of Cromford’s Textile Valley

Discover the story of Cromford’s textile valley, part of the Derwent Valley
Mills World Heritage Site, and one of the birthplaces of the Industrial
Revolution. This combined tour, delivered in partnership with Masson
Mills, explores the development of the modern factory system, the model
village of Cromford, and a working historic textile mill, all set within the
Derwent Valley.

Your visit begins at Cromford Mills with The Mills That Changed the World

tour. Led by knowledgeable guides, it includes the immersive Arkwright

Experience 3D, bringing the story of Sir Richard Arkwright’s 1771 innovation

to life. There is time to enjoy lunch at the cafés on site before a guided walk

through Cromford village, revealing how industry, community and landscape

developed together. The tour continues at Masson Mills, Arkwright’s water-

powered cotton spinning mill, built in 1783. Here you can explore a historic

textile factory and learn how power shift to steam. Together, Cromford Mills

and Masson Mills tell a compelling story of innovation and enterprise that

shaped the Derwent Valley and influenced the modern world forever.

Book your combined tour through Cromford Mills. Self-led visit at Masson

Mills; guided tours available on request.

£25.00 per person

EVEN MORE TO EXPLORE IN 2026 THE DERWENT VALLEY MILLS WORLD HERITAGE SITE
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INDEPENDENT SHOPPING AND EXPLORING
Build time in your day to explore the Mill Yard, a

collection of independent shops at Cromford Mills,

tucked within the old mill buildings where you can

find locally made gifts, artisan food and unique

treasures to take home.
THE MILL YARD SHOP & VISITOR INFORMATION

FREE VISITOR CENTRE & EXHIBITION

WATERWHEEL VIEWPOINT

LEARNING ROOM

OUTDOOR PLAY AND RIVERSIDE WALKS ACCESS

ST. MARY’S CHURCH

CANAL BOAT TRIPS & TOWPATH
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8 GOTHIC WHARF

9 WHEATCROFT’S WHARF

10 ARKWRIGHT’S CAFE

Browse everything from hand-dyed wool and

Derbyshire cheeses to antiques, art galleries, books

and thoughtful keepsakes. Each one part of the

living story of this place. Every purchase supports

small local businesses and helps care for the mills,

our community and their heritage.

By visiting Cromford Mills as a group, you help support the work of the Arkwright Society, the charity

that cares for this remarkable place Every penny you spend here, contributes to the care of the site,

supports education, and helps keep Cromford Mills alive for future generations.

SUPPORTING CROMFORD MILLS


