
These activities are designed for families to do together. Please take care,
especially near water, and wash your hands before you eat anything. 
If you take any good photos, share them with us!       

Cromford Mills cromfordmills1771 @CromfordMills

Pinecones
Pinecones come from a group of
evergreen trees called conifers. This
group includes fir trees and pine
trees. They produce cones with seeds
in them. The cones come in all sorts
of shapes and sizes. Can you find
one that has been nibbled by a
squirrel?
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Nature Hunt:
 Beyond the Mill Walls
Autumn Challenge: Explore the meadow on Church Walk. How many of
these can you find?

The beech tree is known as the
queen of British trees (and oak
is the king). Look beneath
these tall trees for a carpet of
small nuts and the spiky cases
they grew in. In France, the
nuts are sometimes roasted
and used as a substitute for
coffee.

Conkers

Fungi

Hawthorn berries

Beech nuts

The fruit of the hawthorn tree
are called 'haws'. They are rich
in antioxidants and are eaten
by small mammals and
migrating birds such as
fieldfares and thrushes.

Conkers fall from horse chestnut trees
in spiky green cases. While there is no
scientific proof that they repel spiders,
they do deter moths if you put them in
your wardrobe. It is also thought that
the Vikings used crushed conkers to
make soap! Unlike sweet chestnuts,
you cannot eat conkers.

The damp days of autumn are
a great time to go fungi
hunting. Nestled  amongst
plants, under logs, and even in
trees, toadstools and
mushrooms come in all shapes
and sizes. But be careful!
Many are poisonous, and it is
best to look but not touch.

Autumn is when the leaves on
deciduous trees change colour

and fall to the ground. Can you
find an example of these four

different kinds of leaf?

Hawthorn Horse Chestnut Sycamore Beech 

The Beyond the Mill Walls project was funded by Postcode Local Trust, a grant-
giving charity funded entirely by the players of the People's Postcode Lottery.



These activities are designed for families to do together in our mill
yard and Beyond the Mill Walls area. Please take care, especially
near water, and wash your hands when you've finished playing. 

If you take any good photos, share them with us!

Explore Scarthin
Rock. What can you
see from the top?
How many steps did
you climb?

Cromford Mills cromfordmills1771 @CromfordMills

Play Trail Challenge

Can you complete every challenge?

How many different
kinds of wild flower
can you find in our
meadow on Church
Walk?

(Hint: it's about 1/2 a mile
along the canal: you’ll need
to carry on past the bridge
and keep an eye out in the
trees.)

Find the spinning
wheel in the Cromford
Story Room. Can you
retell the story of
Sleeping Beauty?

Look at the replica
waterframe in the
Cromford Story Room.
Make a dance routine
inspired by the
spinning bobbins.

Name something
you can see
beginning with
every letter of the
alphabet.

Complete each challenge to become a Play Trail Champion!

Pretend you are a
river. How would you
move? What noises
would you make?

Look at the labels on
your clothes. How
much cotton are you
wearing?

Collect fallen leaves,
twigs and pebbles.
Can you make a
shape with them?

Can you see any fish?
Check the watercourse
and the canal. You
might even see a secret
one in the meadow. 

Look up. What
cloud animals,
shapes and objects
can you see?

Build a den in our
Doffers' Den
Building Area 
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Navigate the
dogwood tunnels
found  along Church
Walk .

Find an animal
sculpture and do
your best animal
pose next to it.

Use your senses.
What can you hear?
What can you smell?
What can you see?
What can you feel?

Climb on the lead
smelting mill
sculptures near the
church.

(along Church Walk)

Fish FindingCloud SpottingSurvivor

Animal Safari Giants

River

Navigator Alphabet

Flower Finder Nature Warrior Explorer Creative

Dinosaur Discovery  

Can you find the lost
dinosaur? 

Storyteller Cotton Trader Bobbin Dancer


